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Attitudes of Czech Soldiez_'s/Antoprapor Kaserne

ENO THE WATIONAL SEFRNSE

THIS 1S UNEVALUATED INFORMATICN
50X1

1.
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The Sixth Artillery Regiment of the Czech Army was named the "Clement Gottweld
Regiment" because the late president had once served in that unit. The Regi~
mentts permenent base was & kaserne in the northwest section of Brno., It
consisted of only two ™wespons"™ batterles of 120 men each. These were known as
the "Sixth end Seventh"” Batteries. There was also a communications baitery and
one assigned to the handling of recruits. The commandant of the Regiment was
Lt. Colonel Hornik and his second-in-commend was Major Kral. All in all vhere
were about 300 men assigned to the camp.

The weapons used ware all of Soviet manufacture. The standard artillery iece
in use was the Soviet 122 mm general purpose field piece. The Regiment actually
used only eix of these guns for tralning but there were quite & few mors of them
covered and in storage sheds. Seven men were required to operate this gun, and
in our training each msn was required to learn to do the Jjob of all seven pozi-
tions, The guns recoiled in oll and were able to flre all types of shells. The
plates carrying firing and maintenance instructions were all written ir tie
Russian langusge and 1t wee necessary that their translations be memorizs« br

the soldlers. 50X1

Barly in 1949 about 16 Soviet antiaircraft guns were brought into camp. ‘imev were
T2 . g a ks t

Q

| They were mounted on twe rubber tires amgxq
could be set up and fired in verious trejectories.

50X1
ingtructors were regular Czech Army officers but the training prograa was

actually supervised by a smell group of Soviet Army officers. One Soviat officer

was actually atiached to each battery and the others supervised various +raining

activities. Thase Soviet Army officers wore Czech Army uniforms and insigniag

the only difference beilng a small red star on the left breast pocket. ione of 50X1

the Soviet officers | |were sbove company grade.

The Regiment wsed the fietd Piring range at Medlanky, which was about two miles
north of the kaserne. This is & hilly, thickly forested area and contains an

underground ammunition dump.

Becauss of an acute shortage of shells for treining purposes, the Regiment adopted
& unique method of anti-tank practice firing at close range, moving targets.
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Tank-shaped targets would be moved across the firing area snd the gum teaws w nrﬂ,@; £0
through reguler rapid aiming and firing procedures except that the lauyard wouric be:
connected to an ordinary infantry rifle which was rigldly sttached %o the barm ol
the artillery piece. The rifle was "zerced in" with the sights on the arwillery

piece and would presumably hit the target where the ax‘tillf;ry shell would hawve landed.
This system, of course, cculd anly apply a® short range and was used at distaaces up
to 200 meters. Credit for a perfect shob was given if the bull~” ~wietrated Ghe dummy
tarkts turret.

T« Political indoctrivation was consldered & vital phase of training. Helf an nour n Sox1
every morning was devoted to compulsory propaganda lectures in vhich the glory =nd
invineibility of the USSR was preached. Politics have another facet in the Caech
Army. |

8. Despite the intense indoctrination. recelved hy the Czech soldier, he could nct ne ]
comnbed on-in corbabt with Western nations. At loast T5% of the officers and men would
take the First opportunity to swrrender or defeet. Tt was . often disx‘:uusseii :'mom,.cmse-
knit groups of conscripts that this fact must be realized by the Sovieta ?'md:tmm ,
therefore omr Czech units would never be used in a conflict with Western natisas Huau
only in some isolated theater of Commnist expansion, such as Southern As'ia. 2 Vim%r“f&? e
would be fighting another rece on unfriendly scil. This idea was ;onmﬁrr'l?e:t?;r.u: whe
Korean conflict began. Czech civilians, incidentally, are still guite friondly coswsrd
the Czech Army. It is the “other army™ of Secwrity Police which they hate.

9. Adjocent to but slightly west and north of the kaserne of the Sixth.Arv;illgr\-y‘:;ife;;iment
wes the larger Auboprapor Kaserne which housed a 1ight tank wlte  Dupring J,y_lzﬂj new
corrugated lron buildings were constructed on the east side of this arca o Fous2 i
light tanks and other vehicle5. - These. sheds were placed side by side so thot suveral
tanks could be driven out simulteneously. The wiit stationed here was a Light “ank
battelion with complete maiotenancé facilities and troop quarters. The wnith was &iso )
equipped with Skode jeeps and half tracks., This Adnstellation. is on the post g ased
to be =ssigned to & horse cavalry unlts. . :

-~ end -
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